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"direction during the time when the Edinburgh so
powerfully represented more orthodox liberalism.
They were the last important group of men who
started together from a set of common principles,
accepted a common programme of practical ap-
plications, and set to work in earnest and with
due order and distribution of parts to advocate
the common cause.

At present [1878] there is no similar agreement
either among the younger men in parliament, or
among a sufficiently numerous group of writers
outside of parliament. The Edinburgh Eeviewers
were most of them students of the university of
that city. The Westminster Eeviewers had all
sat at the feet of Bentham. Each group had thus
a common doctrine and a positive doctrine. In
practical politics it does not much matter by what
different roads men have travelled to a given
position. But in an organ intended to lead public
opinion towards certain changes, or to hold it
steadfast against wayward gusts of passion, its
strength would be increased a hundredfold if all
the writers in it were inspired by that thorough
unity of conviction which comes from sincerely
accepting a common set of principles to start